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Introduction  

     

Welcome to the end of another busy and successful year in which our pupils 
have embraced the opportunities they’ve been offered, learnt new skills, 
gained knowledge and understanding, and helped to make Herschel the 
amazing learning community it is. I know they have had lots of fun, too.  
Our return to GCSE and A Level examinations has run smoothly and we look 
forward to celebrating the results with our pupils in the Summer.  
 
I’m very pleased to say that despite the national recruitment difficulties we 
are fully staffed for the new academic year. We have just 4 staff leaving us 
this year – Miss Khan (Biology), who has been covering Mrs Church’s 
maternity leave and Mr Mouasher (English), who has been covering for Miss 
Young. We thank them very much for supporting us this year. We also say 
goodbye to Miss Stephenson (Biology) who is moving out of the area and Mrs 
Uka (Physics) who has a new role as a Head of Department in another school. 
We wish them all the best in their new schools. I look forward to introducing 
you to our new staff in September. 
 
We have much to look forward to next year; hopefully it will be a year fully 
free of Covid disruption and we will be able to return to all our important 
events face to face. It’s certainly the case that our pupils are enjoying 
activities week as I write. I hope our wonderful staff and students have an 
opportunity to relax and enjoy some sunshine over the holidays. It’s 
important to have some fun and enjoy time with your families. I look forward 
to seeing you again in September.  
Jo Rockall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents and all visitors to the school 

should enter the building through the 

main reception area at the front of the 

school. Please do not use the pupils’ 

entrance. Safeguarding our pupils on 

 the school site is a priority.  
 

Follow us on 

 

@HerschelGrammar  

for our  

latest news, reminders and 

 useful retweets! 

  
 

Herschel 
Grammar School 



 
 

 

  

Culture Week 

By Mrs Jandu 

To encourage our students to remain diverse and inclusive learners, the school celebrated Culture Week to 
coincide with the United Nations’ International Day for Cultural Learning. We had a week full of varied 
lessons where cultures from around the world were celebrated and discussed, as well as some special 
lunch treats which allowed the students and staff to travel through world cuisine. Paired with these 
delicacies, the students enjoyed a steel drummer with their jerk chicken, a mariachi band with their fajitas 
and dhol players with their tandoori chicken, not to mention our very own Mr Piggott and orchestra 
performing British classics. It was a week to absorb and learn about new and different cultures, the 
countries they originated from, the different communities involved and the customs they celebrate. Our 
students and staff had a fantastic time celebrating and we look forward to hosting it again next year! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Harry Potter Media Trip 

By Mrs Jandu 
 
The Year 10 GCSE Media Studies class entered the wizarding world whilst visiting the Harry Potter Studios 
Tour in Leavesden. The tour provided a lesson on the effective use of camera shots as well as allowing our 
students to see some of the props used in the movies up close and personal, in particular Ralph Fiennes’ 
costume as Voldemort and the recreated gigantic face of Robbie Coltrane as Hagrid, to name but a few. 
Our tour then began as we entered the main doors to the great hall, where we found the magic of Harry 
Potter, and fully immersed ourselves into the 
incredible detail that went into making each and 
every film. Some of our favourite spots 
included Dumbledore’s office, the Forbidden 

 Forest, Gringott’s Bank and Hogwarts castle! 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

Year 11 Prom 

By Harshini Murugan, Year 11 
 

The GCSEs were done and several years of hard work put to the test yet it was all worth it as the long-

awaited day had arrived. This was a first for many and we were not disappointed. Driving across the bridge 

and through the arch, stood a beautiful and grand mansion with a pond in front of the entrance: Ditton 

Manor. All my classmates and friends waited nearby as I was greeted with an array of stunning dresses and 

chic suits. Everyone looked amazing for the event! We were all ushered here and there to take pictures 

and finally we all came together for one big group picture.  

We went inside, were given mocktails and took our seats in the venue. It was elegantly decorated with 

fairy lights, small palm trees, draping of a white sheet on the ceiling and more. Some of us started to 

explore the back of the Manor which had fields and a path that stretched along the side. We were called 

inside as food was being served. The food was delicious and filling! The DJ started busting out tunes and 

everyone got up to dance. Everyone was having a great time! After a while, some people had to take off 

their heels or go outside to get a break.  

The sun was beginning to set and the sky was painted with shades of pink, blue and purple. Laughter filled 

the air as people were chatting with their friends and taking pictures. As the night came, we went inside 

and danced the night away. Unfortunately, the time came for us to leave as some of us went out to the 

entrance, said our goodbyes and left. This night was truly fantastic and the memories made will be stored 

for a long time.  

For the full gallery of photos please click here 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Reviews of the Theatre Production of ‘Animal Farm’ 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed watching Animal Farm at Richmond Theatre. Though the concepts seemed so simple, 
the play – which was based on a well-known fable on the Russian Revolution and its aftermath – conveyed 
such a powerful, conflicting idea in an astonishing way. The lighting and sound effects enabled the play to 
be more dramatic and, hence, more captivating. Levels were used to great effect. For instance, the 
pedestal which Old Major – the prize boar who had a mysterious dream of the animal Utopia which 
influenced all the animals to aspire for freedom – was raised on conveyed the respect and authority that 
he radiated. The emotions were expressed extremely well; there was a vivid depiction of trepidation 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/gallery/album/Y11-Prom


 
 

 

  

created through the sudden, ominous darkness and change of sound effects. Furthermore, the set itself 
was rather realistic and it felt as though the animals were actually outside a farmhouse. I would say that 
the little models of the farmhouses with the slow-motion movement of the smaller animal puppets were 
extremely effective.  
Eshal Chaudhry, 9S. 
 
I had low expectations for Animal Farm, because I was confused at how people could portray live animals 
on stage. However, I was thoroughly surprised when the play started: the animals were depicted so 
accurately that I had to check they weren’t real. The manner in which Old Major and the other pigs moved 
clearly imitated not only typical animal behaviour, but also the characters’ emotions through small yet 
complex movements. I was also impressed by the lighting and visuals which mirrored the violence of the 
rebellion against Mr Jones. I particularly enjoyed how a fluorescent sign was lit accompanied with an eerie 
bell chime to announce the death of an animal as it set the atmosphere and foreshadowed more tragedies. 
My favourite aspect would be the clever involvement of humour throughout, which isn’t easy to do, as 
Orwell wrote the novel to be intense. Overall, I would definitely recommend watching this, especially if 
you’re studying Animal Farm as a student.   
Parvathy Jayarajan, 9R. 
 
We were all buzzing with excitement to watch the play of the book we’d soon be studying in English – 
“Animal Farm” by George Orwell. Since the play is about animals (which you can probably guess from the 
name “Animal Farm”) I was honestly waiting to see someone come out wearing a pig suit, but I was very 
wrong. The animals shown through puppets, with slits in their necks so they could mimic normal animal 
movements. The puppeteers’ skills were incredible! The small details such as how the dog was constantly 
panting made it feel as though I was staring straight into an actual farm! In the play, the animals rebel and 
chase out their farmer, Mr. Jones. To begin with, the farm runs smoothly, and the animals are living a much 
better life than before. However, as morals began to distort, a hierarchy of animals formed and the show 
became a power play, it got hard to look away! Overall, it was an unforgettable experience! 
Aliya Jaffri, 9C. 
 

Emergency First Aid Class led by St John’s Ambulance 

This opportunity was provided as HGS is now part of the Thames Valley Learning Partnership. This is a group 

of schools in the area that get together to offer extra-curricular opportunities. 

4 students from HGS attended: Harman Gill, Abdullah Kassim, Sanjana Chidipudi and Maariya Khan 

By Sanjana Chidipudi 

“On 22nd June, the TVLP (Thames Valley Learning Partnership) provided student independence workshops 

at St Joseph's Catholic High School. There were many stalls, including Thames Valley Police, Adviza, Royal 

Holloway and Unite the Union. We primarily went for the Emergency First Aid Class led by St John’s 

Ambulance but ended up taking an impromptu self-defence class! We were also gifted with freebies such 

as webcam covers, personal alarms and UV pens and lights.  

During the Emergency First Aid Class, we were initially taught about the principles of first aid, the acronym 

DR ABC, and how to manoeuvre an individual into the recovery position. Following this, we learnt how to 

differentiate between a cardiac arrest and a heart attack. In the case of a cardiac arrest, you may be 

instructed by the ambulance to use a defibrillator and the basics of this process were outlined. It was 

highlighted that the standard procedure for CPR post-COVID-19 has changed – rescue breaths are no longer 

required; however, chest compressions are proven to be just as effective. On the whole, it was an extremely 

informative session and we all definitely feel more confident utilising our first aid skills in the future!” 



 
 

 

  

Jubilee River Clean 

By Miss Firme 

Our volunteers from Y7-10, did an absolutely amazing job collecting 

litter from the Jubilee River in the hottest part of the day! 

They collected 17.5 Kg of waste that would otherwise end up in the 

river and ultimately in the ocean, saving the lives of many aquatic 

creatures and birds. Out of that we managed to recycle 16.25 Kg which 

is roughly 93 % of it! 

 

 

 

Geographers field trip to Nettlecombe, Somerset 

By Prabhjap Singh and Samay Chakraborty 

The geography trip to Nettlecombe in Somerset was an insightful expedition into human and physical 
geography that can only be experienced as an A-level Herschel geography student. This trip was for 5 days 
and 4 nights and was a lot of fun, packed with activities during the day.  
 
The trip was to help us produce an individual report of the changing coastal landscapes of the UK and 
changing perceptions of places, that make them the way they are today. On day 1, we had a trip to the 



 
 

 

  

village of Watchet where we analysed its regeneration. On day 2, we did some very intense physical 
geography fieldwork at Porlock Bay, which has a shingle beach and required lots of walking but, all of that 
paid off when we arrived at the top of the cliffs and saw the breathtaking view of the entirety of Porlock 
Bay. On day 3, we went to Minehead, which was a hybrid of physical and human geography. We compared 
the effects of the implementations of sea defences on Minehead beach and how it protects the local 
economy and the very popular resort of Butlins right behind. On day 4, it was the big day. This was where 
all of the A-level geography students were to collect their very own data on their chosen topics of either 
physical or human geography. We walked on average about 30,000 steps that day. Some of us brought 
back a souvenir, some small and for some a 10 kg rock!  
 
Geography A-level in Herschel is a subject which gives students an opportunity to see actual geography 
with their very own eyes and make their own discoveries amidst varied landscapes while understanding 
human connections to the physical world and the human problems and issues that we face today.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

KS3 Film & TV Workshop 

By Yuvraj Dave (Y7) 

On Tuesday 7th June we were treated to a Film and TV 

workshop. Everybody had loads of fun whilst also learning many 

skills in the industry of acting for film. The workshop included 

students from Years 7, 8 & 9 and was run by a film director 

called Sophie from MN Academy who are based in central 

London. MN Academy teach children how to be in front of the 

camera as well as the operations required behind camera and 

their talent is showcased in the form of short films made by the 

company. Sophie was very experienced and taught us how to 

perform to the camera in a believable way through the use of a 

script where two characters discussed a bank robbery in a cafe. 

We also explored how to ‘ad lib’ or “riff” our lines in order to 

help with character relationships and believability as well as how 

to perform as an “Extra” in order to make the scene appear real. 

All of the participants left having enjoyed themselves. I would 

like to thank Mrs Callender and Sophie from MN Academy for 

this exciting opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

Prestigious theatre company Frantic Assembly visit GCSE drama students 

By Devanshu Goel, Year 10 

Over time, the main forms of media people consume have evolved. Nowadays people opt for TV Shows or 
Movies. They mostly consist of a naturalistic style, where everything is meant to be a mirror to reality. In 
many ways, movies are a lot easier to create than plays or pieces of theatre as they do not pose the 
challenge of the audience being able to see everything on “screen” and they do seem to have more visually 
appealing elements, but after a while, these engineered perfections can get quite boring.   

That’s where Frantic Assembly comes in.  

Frantic Assembly (Frantic for short) is a UK-based theatre company that specializes in Physical Theatre. 
They have done a variety of different shows across the UK, one of those being The Curious Incident of The 
Dog in The Night-Time, a play that nearly 100 pupils across Year 7 and 8 attended last month. “The Frantic 
Method” differs from the traditional director-actor dynamic and instead utilises the creation of particular 
sequences or scenes to be done as an ensemble effort, with everyone having a role in the development. 
Year 10 GCSE Drama Students and next year’s Year 9 
GCSE Drama Students experienced this first hand 
when a practitioner from Frantic, Michelle Edwards, 
came in to conduct a 4 – hour long workshop.   

 

 

Michelle wasted no time getting us up on our feet and had us do a thorough warm-up to both get our 
muscles working and get us out of our heads and allow us to be freer. We paired up and got started with a 
sort of trust-building exercise. Then we learned many different lifts such as pocket lifts, clamp lifts, wrap 
lifts, and even had a go at making our own. In the photo below, you will see me (a 6 ft 2 individual) being 
spun around like a lightsabre during a lift specially designed for tall people. The energy in the room was 
non-stop, everyone was having fun and was focused on the task.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

The whole workshop really opened my eyes to forms of devising drama and gave me a lot of ideas to 
include in my final GCSE component 1 performance. All in all, it was a very positive experience. If anyone 
ever has the chance to go watch a Frantic show I would highly recommend it as I have been and it was 
BRILLIANT.  The workshop has certainly taught me valuable lessons as well as provided me with a very 
enjoyable experience as it has for everyone else.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winner of the Henrietta Branford Writing Competition 

By Ayman Mohammed, Year 8 

My name is Ayman and I won the Henrietta Branford Writing Competition to write a 1000-word story from 

a small paragraph that you were given. I took part in the competition as I really enjoy reading stories. 

However, up until this point, I hadn’t really written any stories. I wanted to try it out and see how it went. I 

really enjoyed this as it allowed for creativity, and you could take the story in any direction you wanted, 

which to me sounded really fun. I also enjoyed brainstorming ideas for the events in my story. When I won, 

I was really surprised as I didn’t expect to. I entered the competition just to try some creative writing and 

have some fun.  

A snippet of my winning story: 

“Something is moving in the garden. It appears to be a faint blue glow.  

Immediately, my brain comes with theories as to what it is. Firstly though, I tell myself it was silly to be 
scared of the noise, trying to calm myself down. It could be anything. A squirrel. A bird. A rat. But then I 
glance back at the frozen newsreader, the firework hanging in the air, and the cat suspended in the air mid 
pounce. No animal could do that. In fact, no human could. Was it a dream? I pinch myself as hard as I can, 
still looking at the garden. I winced. This was not a dream. I start to panic. I can feel my legs starting to 
wobble, yet I am standing as still as a statue. I find my breath uncontrollably fast and shaky. Right now, I 
am very scared. Having watched a lot of horror movies, I don’t like how my own situation matched those 
who usually get jumped by a monster. Dad did tell me to call him, but I am not sure if my legs could even 
move without collapsing. Besides, if the thing in the bush was not very friendly, then there would no point 
calling dad. By the time he would come back, it could possibly be too late. I realise that if I have any chance 
of being safe, I have to do this on my own.” 

 

 



 
 

 

  

Competition Success – Unsung Heroes 

By Miss Wood 
 
Abdullah and Sagana enjoyed a day out at Hertford College, University of Oxford to celebrate being 
shortlisted for the Unsung Heroes of Science competition, and they came away with a runners-up Audience 
Award based on the most watched videos. Congratulations! 
 
Abdullah and Sagana wrote: 
The Unsung Heroes Competition is a video competition that is held annually by Oxford University. The 
premise of the video is to showcase a hero of science that inspired you whether that be an engineer, a 
computer scientist or even a doctor. Claude Bernard was the individual who inspired us, and we decided to 
animate a two-minute video on his life, achievements and what makes him unique to us.  We absolutely 
enjoyed doing the animation, recording and inserting jokes but what really stood out was the research. 
Although we know about people’s discoveries, like Alexander Fleming, learning about their past really 
shows the passion that drove them forward to success. So have a watch of our video, and maybe you can 
try out next year’s video competition! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlJ5Auvx6ZA 
 

Our efforts on this journey definitely paid off as we were the runners up for the Audience Award! With 
over 2000 views, our hard work was seen by our friends, family and even strangers. We were applauded 
for creating an informative video that was educational and yet easy to understand by audiences of all ages. 
This competition ended with a wonderful event held at Hertford College where we explored the University 
and met our competitors. Essentially, it was an awards show where we celebrated our success along with 
everyone else. It will truly be an experience we will always remember and loved being part of. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlJ5Auvx6ZA


 
 

 

  

Competition Success – MiSAC 

By Gunveen Kaur (Year 7) 

The MiSAC Competition is a national competition held annually, which promotes microbiology. Every year, 
a different theme is presented, this year being ‘Microbes Made my Lunch.’ The aim of the competition was 
to design a poster to show how various microorganisms affect some of the food and drink we have daily, 
such as cheese and kombucha. The project involved a fair amount of research, a creative mindset and lots 
of patience. I found it really beneficial, as I learned so many interesting things that I had never heard of 
before. This year, pupils across Herschel took part, with a successful three winners! From KS3, Gunveen 
Kaur (Year 7), won second place, and from KS4, Mariam Riyas and Jeevan Kaur Dhanda (both Year 11), won 
second and third place! Two entries from Herschel were also commended on their design and creativity. All 
winners won prize money for themselves as well as their school; the competition was a new experience 
and was great fun to take part in! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HGS Virtual Chess Club – Summer Term 

By Mr Brown 

The online virtual chess club completed its second year with about 40 regular players attending each 
week’s tournament. The sessions start with a well-prepared lesson from Mr David Brown, Mr Taiwo Brown 
or a volunteer from the pupils.  This is followed by a tournament on the LiChess platform. Each week the 
results are collected and players move up or down the ladder accordingly.  On Tuesday 28 June the chess 
club hosted an Inter-form tournament with the following players making the top 3 in each year group: 
 
Year 7 Winner: Om Gore  
Tied 2nd Haneen P Erathali and Vedant Tiwari 
3rd Noel Ashiedparambil 

Year 8 Winner: Saksham Rana 
Tied 2nd Ahmed Bedriddine and Ayman Mohammed  
3rd Samuel Brown  

Year 9/10 Winner: Mohamed Bouzid  
2nd Abinash Yogarajan 
3rd Bhuvan Puli 

The top three players across the year in terms of accumulated scores are as follows: 
1st Abinash Yogarajan with 64 points 
2nd Saksham Rana with 63.5 points 
3rd Noel Ashiedparambil with 60.5 points 
 

I would like to thank Mr Taiwo Brown for his total support and for all the pupils who volunteered to 

present a lesson to the club. Also, a big thank you to all the players for attending each week and keeping 

the level of chess at a very high standard. Without your continued support the club would not be able to 

function. 



 
 

 

  

Top Accelerated Reader scores for years 7 and 8 

By Mr Liddle 

Points leaders 
 Name   Form  Total points Quiz record Percentage correct 

1. Rohith Zakka  7S  674.0  56/60  91.8% 
2. Larry Jang  7R  579.6  54/61  86.6% 
3. Ilyas Sayeed  7H  546.0  45/45  95.0% 
4. Onkar Sharma  7R  459.1  37/45  85.3% 
5. Arham Khwaja  7E  439.6  44/44  95.5% 
6. Zakariya Abbasi  7R  432.5  54/62  89.8% 
7. Eisa Chaudhry  7S  425.2  44/70  72.6% 
8. Murraad Arif  7C  396.9  39/44  87.4% 
9. Anirudh Nair  7S  356.7  28/33  87.1% 
10. Anya Agarwal  7S  351.1  26/26  90.6% 

 

Percentage leaders (8+ quizzes) 
 Name   Form  % correct Quiz record Total points 

1. Hamza Veriah  7C  100%  9/9  27.0 
2. Gunveen Kaur  7R  99.5%  19/19  227.7 
3. Safa Nazir  7E  99.5%  11/11  182.3 
4. Shreyashi Tiwari 7R  97.5%  24/24  132.6 
5. Arham Khwaja  7E  95.5%  44/44  439.6 
6. Ilyas Sayeed  7H  95.0%  45/45  546.0 
7. P Velmurugan  7E  95.0%  11/11  133.2 
8. Simar Kapoor  7H  94.5%  11/11  39.5 
9. Shravya Pitchuka 7S  93.8%  8/8  60.6 
10. Ananya Damle  7S  936%  11/11  135.4 

 

Points leaders 
 Name   Form  Total points Quiz record Percentage correct 

1. Arohi Jain  8S  354.4  36/38  91.6% 
2. Ahmed Bedreddine 8S  327.7  21/23  84.8% 
3. Adam Gill  8H  244.4  18/18  92.8% 
4. Nancy Sharma  8R  173.2  29/29  90.7% 
5. Selasi Ali  8R  133.2  11/12  92.1% 
6. Manjot Walia  8R  117.1  10/11  89.1% 
7. Deeya Bhatt  8R  111.5  10/10  87.0% 
8. Maliha Khan  8R  105.2  8/9  90.0% 
9. Ana Aslam  8S  105.0  4/4  100% 
10. Harmani Ghuman 8H  96.8  9/9  95.6% 

 

Percentage correct (5+ quizzes) 
 Name   Form  % correct Quiz record Total points 

1. Yashita Ghate  8R  96.0%  5/5  80.0 
2. Harmani Ghuman 8H  95.6%  9/9  96.8 
3. Samuel Abraham 8H  94.2%  6/6  91.4 
4. Ayman Mohammed 8E  94.0%  5/5  34.0 
5. Adam Gill  8H  92.8%  18/18  244.4 
6. Selasi Ali  8R  92.1%  11/12  133.2 
7. Arohi Jain  8S  91.6%  36/38  354.4 
8. Ritesh Jaganathan 8R  91.5%  12/13  42.3 
9. Nancy Sharma  8R  90.7%  29/29  173.2 
10. Maliha Khan  8R  90.0%  8/9  105 



 
 

 

  

Auditions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herschel Grammar School are excited to announce that auditions will be taking place in September for our 

next Main School Production! 

We are still not entirely sure what the show will be yet but we can guarantee that it will be a bright and 

vibrant musical! 

If your child is interested in being involved, auditions will take place in early September, with rehearsals 

both lunchtime and after school. The show will take place in February 2023. 

If there are any parents out there who are a dab-hand at building set or costume making and would like to 

be involved technically, please email Mrs Callender (Head of Drama) at ece@herschel.slough.sch.uk. 

 

Brilliant work from the Art Department 

By Miss Shafique 

Year 7 – 9  

Once again, the Art Department would like to say a huge well done on the achievements throughout the 

year. Some particular highlights include the Year 8 Arty Architecture drawings based on the artist Minty 

Sainsbury. The level of detail and use of tonal shading was absolutely phenomenal! Also, this year, we were 

fortunate enough to get the kiln going again which the Year 7s thoroughly enjoyed when creating their 

monster pots and the Year 9s impressed us with their distorted portraits. Please take a look at the photos 

of some of the most striking pieces. Well done all and congratulations to those who spot their work in the 

photos.  

Students at Herschel are appreciating the value of Art and are learning that there is more to the subject 

than just drawing. Students have persevered, had opportunities to develop their emotional intelligence, 

pushed their creativity and learnt to observe at the highest level whilst also having fun. We are very proud 

of the effort that our students put in, especially those that go above and beyond. Next year, we start a new 

year with the largest cohort of GCSE Art students for a long time. More and more students are learning 

about the importance of Art. We hope that you feel inspired too. Exciting times ahead! 

mailto:ece@herschel.slough.sch.uk


 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

Year 11 

On Monday 4th July staff and students were invited to view the GCSE Art Showcase created by our current 

Year 11s. The work on display shows the incredible talent and creativity that we have at the school. Well 

done to the Year 11 class of 2022. We hope to host exhibitions in the future where parents and visitors can 

visit too but for now, please enjoy the photos below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to tell the difference between bullying and arguing 

Relational conflict occurs between individuals or groups 

with relatively similar power or status. It happens 

occasionally with a general willingness to resolve things. 

However, bullying is the repetitive, intentional hurting of 

one person or group by another person or group where 

the relationship involves an imbalance of power. 

So where does this imbalance of power 

stem from?  

 Relationship 

problems left 

unaddressed 

Unresolved 

bad feelings 

Behaviour to 

cause harm 

or distress 

Imbalance of 

power 

 

Thinking time: 

Which groups of people are more at risk 

for bullying? 

(Answers in the next bulletin!) 

 



 
 

 

  

Feedback from a recent poll on the Anti-bullying Channel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Results        Year 8 Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Results        Year 10 Results  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Results 

 

 

 

 

Key points to take away: 

That some students are confident enough to stand up to 

online bullying.  

However, the concern is that there are still students 

who would join and take part in this online bullying 

behaviour.  

It is important to be KIND and to support one another. 

LEAD WITH KINDNESS 



 
 

 

  

New support for pupils from September: DBT Informed Emotional Coping Skills Group 

By Katrina Rodriguez 

This is just a brief reminder of some new support available from September. You received a parentmail 

about this on Friday 1st July, with the relevant information and a leaflet. A copy of the leaflet can be found 

on the school website at Mental health and wellbeing (herschel.slough.sch.uk) 

This new support is called DBT: Informed Emotional Coping Skills Group.  

It is a self-care skills and study course for young people who have difficulty managing their emotions.  

The support will be offered as group sessions (of up to 10 pupils) and will support pupils who: 

• have difficulty regulating their emotions; 

• present with persistent low mood; 

• use unhealthy behaviours to regulate emotions (this could be anything that’s harmful to 
themselves and could include self-harm, substance misuse, restricting food, for instance; 
essentially, anything that is an unhealthy coping mechanism) 

 

If you feel that this is something which may benefit your child, please speak to them about it and feel free 

to share the leaflet with them.  

Once you have read the information and discussed with your child, if you are then interested in your child 

attending (and they are in agreement) please email me with a brief outline of what the areas of concern 

are. Please note that these sessions will start in September and will take place in school during the 

school day. Pupils will be expected to commit to the full programme and non-attendance will result in 

them being removed from the programme.  

I am more than happy to discuss with anyone who may have any questions. 

My email is kro@herschel.slough.sch.uk 

 

Online Safety 

As part of our commitment to help support you in keeping children safe online, we regularly update the 
online safety section of the website. 

There have recently been some updates, which I hope you will find useful. I have included details of these 
updates below: 

How to Set Up Gaming Consoles to Prevent Impulse Purchases 

You will be all too aware that it is too easy for children and young people to purchase virtual items in 
games and apps.  

Many devices have parental controls which can help to mitigate these purchases. Wayne Denner has put 
together a short article which some parents will find useful, detailing how to set up parental controls on 
popular devices including the PS4, iPhone and Xbox One. The link is HERE. 

 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Mental-health-and-wellbeing
mailto:kro@herschel.slough.sch.uk
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=e8f94e7cc8&e=6a901fd60c


 
 

 

  

Instagram - New Parental Controls 

Currently rolling out within the UK right now, Instagram have launched some new features. These new 
features include: 

• The ability to see how much time their child spends on Instagram. 
• Awareness of who their child is following and who is following their child. 
• Notification if/when their child reports someone and the type of report that was made. 
• The ability to set specific times when parents can limit their child's screen time. 

The features are enabled on Family Centre, where a parent can supervise their child's account. Information 
about the new features can be found HERE. Information about Family Centre on the page isn't obvious, it's 
at the top of the page in small font. 

 

Safeguarding at Herschel 

By Mrs Katrina Rodriguez 

At Herschel Grammar school, the safety and wellbeing of all pupils is of the utmost importance. 
 
If you have concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing you should contact a member of the safeguarding 
team. Please note the new safeguarding email address: safeguarding@herschel.slough.sch.uk 
 
The Safeguarding Team for 2021-22 is now: 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Katrina Rodriguez 
Deputy Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Catherine Sharpe 
Mr Chris O’Donnell 
Ms Jo Rockall 
Mr Graham Parsons 
 
To contact a member of the Safeguarding team in an emergency, please call the school Reception on 
01753 520950. 
 
For further information about safeguarding at Herschel, please check our new safeguarding pages below. 
These pages are regularly updated with useful information so please do check them regularly. 
Main Safeguarding page: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/School-Information/Safeguarding 
Safeguarding and Wellbeing page for Parents: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Safeguarding-3 

 
As of September, I will be sending out useful safeguarding-related tips to all parents in the form of 
safeguarding factsheets, so please look out for these. 
 

Safety and wellbeing: How to report concerns  

Our priority is to ensure that all pupils are safe, well and happy.  

On the rare occasion that pupils may need to report a concern, they have a range of ways to do so. 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=85a070d2f7&e=6a901fd60c
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/School-Information/Safeguarding
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Safeguarding-3


 
 

 

  

You can use the link below which will take you to our new Safeguarding and Wellbeing reporting tool, 

where pupils can report any safety concerns, either for themselves or someone else, or a wellbeing 

concern, again, either for themselves or someone else. Please note that reports made using the 

Safeguarding and Reporting tool are NOT anonymous. 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to go to the Reporting concerns online and offline page on our web site. 

Alternatively, pupils can use Whisper. Whisper is different as pupils can choose to remain anonymous. 

A link to Whisper can also be found on the Reporting concerns page, 

as well as on the Online safety page. Please be aware that in order to 

act in the best interest of all concerned, pupils should include 

sufficient detail in a report in order for us to investigate – for example 

times/dates/locations of incidents. 

Click here to go to the Online Safety page on our web site. 

 

Stay Safe Online 

Please find below the details of the NSPCC updated pages of support for parents about keeping children 

safe online. 

Pupils may be spending more time online over the summer and with routines changing young people may 

have seen something that isn’t appropriate. It might be that an innocent search has led to a not so 

innocent result, or children might look for things because they are curious. So what do you do?   

The NSPCC have put together top tips for parents to know exactly what to do if it happens. 

What to do if your child sees something inappropriate online (net-aware.org.uk) 

 

Looking for Talent  

We would love to hear about our students’ achievements in the wider world. Please send a brief 

description of any such outstanding successes to talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk, stating the students’ 

name and form.  

We will celebrate them in forthcoming newsletters. 

 

Mrs Smith, HPP Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Reporting-concerns-online-and-offline
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Online-Safety
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/what-to-do-if-your-child-sees-something-inappropriate-online/
mailto:talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk
https://swgflwhisper.org.uk/Report/her1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lB6jKp18V0qdNJHqbMP4JCd2ogu1FFpKrs6-UH1dMt9UQ0paVTVJU0VNVkYyRVpPMkIwNUJDVkwyUC4u

